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“Since wars begin in the minds
&

of men, it is in the minds of men
that the defenses of peace must be e l I I I I a n

constructed.”

—Preamble to the UNESCO Constitution ! ; p i r i -t

In an increasinglys. . "%
interdependent world,
we share responsibility fo
the security of all human =
beings. ¢ Is it possible to
& transform the culture of *
£ oF 25 violence into a culture
4 of peace?.,
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The culture of peace is much more than just the absence of
violence and war. It includes the full range of positive values and

patterns of behavior needed to replace the culture of war and From a Culture of Violence to a Culture of Peace: Transforming “Peace cannot be achieved
violence that has dominated 5,000 years of human history. the Human Spirit was organized by the Soka Gakkai International, throush violence Tt can
0 - - a worldwide lay Buddhist association that promotes peace, culture O : £
In 1999, the UN defined eight key action areas necessary to ; ; il only be attained throuch
; : i and education through personal change and social contribution. } = ¢ €0 s

cultivate a culture of peace. Each of these points highlights a s A . . ”

= s : R s The SGlI, as a non-governmental organization accredited by the understanding.
critical action that we—nations and individuals—must take to ; ¢ Ry Fa : (=
i A e United Nations, shares the mission of promoting international

= i peace and security. www.sgi.org —~Ralph Waldo Emerson

Fostering a culture of peace through education

Promoting sustainable economic and social development
Promoting respect for all human rights

Ensuring equality between women and men

Fostering democratic participation

Advancing understanding, tolerance and solidarity
Supporting participatory communication and the free flow of
information and knowledge

Promoting international peace and security




“The good we secure for ourselves is
precarious and uncertain until it is
secured for all of us and incorporated
into our common life.”

—Jane Addams

The Continuing Threat of
Global Destruction

“The one area where there is a total lack

Qf.:my common strategy is the one that may

well present the greatest danger of all:
the area of nuclear weapons.”

—HKofi Annan

At the Crossroads

The threat of nuclear weapons is not in the past—

it is a crisis today. * This crisis is driven by the failure of
the nuclear powers to disarm and by the increasing number
of other states that seek nuclear weapons.  There are
growing fears that rogue governments and terrorist groups
will acquire nuclear weapons. The doctrine of deterrence
means nothing to terrorists. » It is time to move beyond
the myth of nuclear deterrence. It is time to dismantle
existing weapons and ban their further development. =
The idea that war can produce real “solutions” to human
problems is deeply rooted. Violence is part of the fabric

of human civilizations. It can only be overcome by
developing an equally strong culture of peace.

“We must firmly establish the

awareness that no society can found

its security and wellbeing wpon

the terror and misery of another;
 we must create a new set of global
ethics. The theory of nuclear deterrence, in seeking to
ensure the security of one state by threatening others with
overwhelming destructive power, is diametrically opposed
to the global ethics the new era demands.”

Transforming the
Human Spirit
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